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To develop a nationally 
representative, globally 
comparative dataset, 
available to all, with an 
approach and 
methodology that can 
be adapted to different 
contexts in countries & 
groups. 

Main objective 
of Prindex 



1.  Influence change in design of 
national policies and 
programmes related to land & 
property.  

2.  Help to monitor impact of 
these policies & programmes 
– PTS as intermediary 
measure of success.  

3.  Contribute to tracking the 
SDGs (1.4.2 and 5.a.1) & 
other key development 
indicators. 

What do we 
want to achieve 
with this data? 



Methodology 
“In the next five years, how 
likely or unlikely is it that you 
could lose the right to use 
this property, or part of this 
property, against your will?” 

•  Very unlikely 
•  Unlikely 
•  Somewhat likely 
•  Very likely 

o  140 countries 
worldwide  

o  Covering 96% of 
the global 
population 

o  168,000 adults 
(18+) interviewed 

o  Collected in 
2018-2019 

o  Equivalent to 5.2 
billion people 



Nearly 1 in 5 adults 
feel insecure in their 
land or property 
rights… 
 
Almost  
1 billion people 
globally. 
 
Wide variation 
between and within 
regions. 

Perceived tenure insecurity - A global dataset: Prindex.net 



KEY FINDINGS 
SUB-SAHARAN 
AFRICA 



Sub-Saharan Africa: 26%  
= 121 million people feel insecure 

Where Which regions are most insecure? 



Where Which countries are most insecure? 



Who Insecurity by tenure type 



Who insecurity by location (rural & urban) 



Who insecurity by age 



Who insecurity by gender 



Formalisation Documentation and security 



Why  Reasons for feeling insecure 

18%

22%

23%

32%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

Government may seize this property

Disagreements with family or relatives

Lack of money or other resources

The owner or renter may ask you to leave



Explore the data at 
www.prindex.net  

 

Botswana
Securing Land and Property Rights

Property rights are a cornerstone of economic development and social
justice. One fundamental way of understanding their strength is to ask
people how secure they feel in these rights.

Secure Insecure No Answer 

1  LEVELS OF INSECURITY The percentage of the adult population
that feels insecure in their property rights

Renters

Rural

Men

 

29%29%

21%21%

46%46%

 

Owners

Urban

Women

 

28%28%

30%30%

20%20%

Insecure Secure No Answer

2  WHO FEELS INSECURE Insecurity by gender, population density, or tenure type

57%30%

13%

All
Property

60%
28%

12%

Homes





•  Deep-dive studies 

•  Partnering with regional and national-level 
researchers 

•  Regular updates of this baseline data 

•  Potential for topical research: 
•  Conflict, violence, and insecurity 
•  Climate change 
•  Gender research 
•  Traditional and customary tenure 

Next Steps 
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